The Universities

and finally the securing of a Royal Charter, constituting the College
(or a group of Colleges) a University entitled to grant its own degrees*
Instances of such Colleges are Owens College, Manchester, and Mason
College, Birmingham, both named after their founders* These aud
several others were founded in the course of the nineteenth century,
and at the end of the century the process of their conversion into
Universities began. In 1893 four separate Colleges in different parts
of Wales became the University of Wales, and between 1900 and
1926 Birmingham, Manchester, Leeds, Liverpool, Sheffield, Bristol,
and Reading received their charters. Nottingham, Southampton,
Exeter, and Hull are still at the University College stage. The develop*-
ment of secondary education since the Act of 1902 has of course had a
great influence on the growth of Universities.

The modern Universities differ in several respects from Oxford
and Cambridge, They are not entirely self-governing, as their
" Councils ** include representatives of outside bodies as well as
University teachers* They draw most of their students from their
own locality and, being non-resident, they cannot develop a common
student life in the way that the older Universities do, though in the
case of students living in hostels and participating in sports and other
activities this is by no means lacking. Nor can they adopt the tutorial
system. Unlike Oxford and Cambridge the modern Universities,
since London granted degrees to women in 1878, have made no
distinction in their treatment of men and women students.

The traditional British idea of the function of a University is that
the advancement of learning for its own sake should be its dominant
aim. But through their work in the applied sciences, as well as
through their departments for the training of teachers, the Universities
contribute much to the supply of definite professional training* The
modern Universities, situated as they are in great industrial towns,
have naturally gone much further than Oxford and Cambridge in
satisfying demands for technical instruction, London, Birmingham,
and Manchester award "Commerce" degrees, and Brewery and
Textiles have become University studies at Birmingham and Leeds.

The cost of attendance at the modern non-residential Universities is
much less than that of being a member of an Oxford or Cambridge Col-
lege, even for those students who do not live at home. The number
of students who receive some assistance towards their expenses is not
much larger than the number so assisted at Oxford and Cambridge.
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